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Mr. James B. Martin, Regional Administrator 
U.S. EPA, Region 8 - 8RA 
1595 Wynkoop Street 
Denver, Colorado 80202 

Ms. Sonya Pennock 
U.S. EPA, Region 8 - 80C 
1595 Wynkoop Street 
Denver, Colorado 80202 

Re: Libby Asbestos Superfund Site: Citizen Inquiries 

Dear Mr. Martin and Ms. Pennock: 

As you know, we represent two groups witfi respect to the Libby Asbestos Superfund Site (the 
"Site"): Citizens for a Healthy Community and Environmental Justice, and the Libby Business 
and Homeowners Association (together, the "Groups"). As we have noted previously, the 
Groups sincerely appreciate the time and consideration EPA has taken to communicate with 
individual citizens. Although the individual members of the Groups will continue to communicate 
with EPA on behalf of themselves individually, many of their concerns are shared by the Groups 
as a whole. As a result, we are providing these questions and requests for clarification to the 
EPA on behalf of the Groups. We note that this letter is based on the topics raised to us at this 
time, and this letter should not be interpreted as a complete list of our comments or issues we 
have identified. 

I. Operable Unit 1 - Former Export Plant/Riverside Park 

A. Confimnation of Remedial Goals 

In recent email correspondence in March 2010, EPA indicated that Libby Amphibole 
("l_A") is naturally occurring, and therefore EPA will not be able to eliminate all exposures to LA. 
Instead, EPA will focus on reducing exposures below acceptable cancer risk levels (which we 
understand are currently under review). 
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The statement regarding EPA's remedial goals was confusing to many Libby citizens, 
because the remedial actions currently approved in the ROD for OU-1 were described as cutting 
off or eliminating exposure routes. We expect, however, that EPA's statements regarding 
'naturally occurring' LA were in relation to all of the Site, rather than any particular OU, and that 
the goals for any single OU may still be to eliminate exposure. To alleviate any confusion, will 
EPA confirm that the goals for OU-1 are still to eliminate all routes of exposure? 

B. Maintaining Caps and Engineering Controls 

As we previously noted, OU-1 provides a good example of operations and maintenance 
concerns that could arise in most of the operable units. At OU-1, areas of erosion around the 
boat ramp, and various utility installation and maintenance activities have brought vermiculite 
back to the surface in areas that have previously been capped. 

In its November 17, 2010 letter, EPA noted that it was working with the Operations and 
Maintenance group to develop plans for maintaining covers and caps for OU-1. The Groups 
request that EPA provide an estimated schedule for draft plans and for public comment on these 
plans. 

II. Baric and Mulch from OU-5 

In correspondence eariy this year, the Groups requested sampling information for bark, 
mulch and sawdust left on the Stimson property (OU-5) after the mill closed. EPA provided this 
information, and the results showed that several samples tested positive for asbestos. Other 
studies have shown that tree bark in the area contains asbestos. 

The Groups' concem is that bark and other materials stored on the Stimson property prior 
to the fire contained asbestos; yet, we understand that the material was sold as a product and 
distributed to consumers without any warning or further precautions. We also believe that the 
bark was also mixed with clay to create topsoil for restoration projects in Libby. 

The Groups would like to request information regarding the disposal or distribution of the 
bari<, mulch, and/or sawdust on OU-5. If it was distributed rather than disposed, we request 
information documenting that the material was safe for such uses. Additionally, please provide 
information on the controls EPA uses once it is determined that a stored material contains 
asbestos, to ensure that the material is properiy managed. 

III. Internet posting 

In our August 2010 letter to EPA, we requested that EPA post all significant documents 
for the Site. We noted that since our request, the EPA revamped its website for the Site, making 
the search for documents related to particular OU's very easy. We appreciate EPA's efforts in 
reformatting the website to facilitate citizen involvement. 

We recognize that the OU-4 Remedial Investigation Report will be posted in the future. 
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We also request that, if possible, EPA set up a procedure to notify subscribers of updates 
to the website. Many state agencies, and even www.regulations.gov, have such a notification 
update process to notify subscribers of new or revised documents that are posted to the website. 

Again, we appreciate your time and consideration of the above issues. We look fonward 
to EPA's response on each of the above comments. 

B ^ regards, 
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cc: 
The Honorable Brian Schweitzer 
Office of the Governor 
Montana State Capitol BIdg. 
P.O. Box 200801 
Helena MT 59620-0801 
governorschweitzer@mt.gov 
hharper@montana.gov 

The Honorable Max Baucus 
United States Senate 
511 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington DC 20510 
max@baucus.senate.gov 
paul_wilkins@baucus.senate.gov 
Kirby_Campbell-Rierson@baucus.senate.gov 
Nicholas_Malkovich@baucus.senate.gov 

The Honorable Jon Tester 
United States Senate 
724 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-2604 
Virginia_Sloan@tester.senate.gov 
Stephenne_Harding@tester.senate.gov 

The Honorable Dennis Rehberg 
United States House of Representatives 
2448 Rayburn HOB 
Washington, DC, 20515 
KeIly.pike@mail.house.gov 
Erin.gabrian@mail.house.gov 
Larry.anderson@mail.house.gov 
Eric.bienA^agen@mail.house.gov 

Richard Opper 
Director, Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620 
Ropper@mtgov 
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Andy Lensink, ENF-L 
Sr. Attorney for Mining 
Legal Enforcement Program 
Office of Enforcement, Compliance, and Environmental Justice 
USEPA Region 8 
1595 Wynkoop Street 
Denver, CO 80202 
lensink.andy@epa.gov 
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